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On the whole it may be fairly said, that these miracles, mysteries, and moralities were wholesome for the times; and that though they afterwards degenerated into actual abuses; yet that they are not to be condemned without measure and without mercy.
Their history and character are interesting not only as giving a fair picture of the character of remote ages, but also because they seem to be the original from which arose stage plays and oratorios.
MORAVIANS. A sect generally said to have arisen under Nicholas Lewis, Count of Zinzendorf, a German nobleman of the last century, and thus called because the first converts to their system were some Moravian families. According to the society's own account, however, they derive their origin from the Greek Church in the ninth century, when by the instrumentality of Methodius and Cyrillus, two Greek monks, the kings of Bulgaria and Moravia being converted to the faith, were, together with their subjects, united in communion with the Greek Church. Methodius was their first Bishop, and for their use Cyrillus translated the Scriptures into the Sclavonian language.
It is sometimes supposed that because the Moravians have Bishops, they are less to be blamed than other dissenting sects. But, to say nothing of the doubt that exists with respect to the validity of their orders, an episcopal Church may be, as the Moravians and Romanists of this country are, in a state of schism. And the very fact that the difference between them and the Church is not great, if this be so, makes the sin of their schism, in not conforming, yet greater.
MORTIFICATION. Any severe penance observed on a religious account. The mortification of sin in believers is a duty enjoined in the sacred Scriptures, (Rom. viii. 13. Col. ii. 5.) It consists in breaking the league with sin; declaration of open hostility against it; and strong resistance to it. (Eph. vi, 10, &c. Gal. v. 24. Rom. viii. 13.)
MORTMAIN. This is where lands are given to some spiritual person or corporation and to their successors; and because the lands were never to revert to the donor, or his heirs, and by that means the services and other